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Interpretation of evolving definitions for lateral pelvic lymph
nodes proposed by AJCC and JSCCR

CHEN Zhifen
(Department of Colorectal Surgery, Fujian Medical University Union Hospital, Fuzhou 350001, China)

Abstract Lateral pelvic lymph node dissection is still the important operation for the treatment of rectal cancer. But the
experts in Europe and America hold different opinions from those in Japan on whether lateral pelvic lymph nodes
should be considered as regional lymph nodes of rectal cancer and the significance of lateral pelvic lymph node
dissection. Different definitions of lateral pelvic lymph nodes will lead to different staging for rectal cancer and
consequently result in different treatment strategies. In different periods of time, there are evolving definitions for
lateral pelvic lymph nodes proposed by the scholars in Europe and America as well as in Japan. Here, the author
interprets these evolving changes based on the available data, with the emphases on evolving definitions for pelvic
lateral lymph nodes of the Japanese Society for Cancer of the Colon and Rectum, because more extensive efforts
have been made by Japanese scholars in this field.
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X5 T B g DB A5 Y e S, BROE FEEAR
P L EIEIE B A 2 ( American Joint Committee
on Cancer, AJCC) NMEFRHUEBEY (Union for
International Cancer Control, UICC ) HJTNM%y
WO SRR : TNMAR ), H AN AR H A
K9t 2s (Japanese Society for Cancer of
the Colon and Rectum, JSCCR ) HJ { K7 H
P HL4Y, Japanese Classification of Colorectal
Carcinoma) ( FXH: JSCCR ) . HIAE
TE 4 PN RE DG Y I 2 285 BT B3 o B &R B
T L &t K Js bk L 25 DR ), X SE R L A XS T
B R R VLT AN HR O X Btk D 45 . B RN Y
WS, TNMA I KX ISCCR A A F HR B
RIS R N AR (EPSp 0 e o N WA S 7 Py
Jis 0 7 K L 45 ) R A O DB EL A, TNM 4 ] &
JSCCRI WA R A 3 1

T AR N T K B 5 SO Xk L A
JesE BT ARGIT T AR . B ETECGE AR
B A TR TCE G M Ik g, 2 E &R
EVIRAR (total mesorectal excision, TME ) HJ4]
i NHeald B 42" AN “ HEETMERE 17,
fh £ 4 FE (Diseases of the Colon & Rectum ) 2%
MR FEHWIZFETIRE] . “LennartE 4 f5RIE
ST HE AR T U T 4 Y T BE L At B A
T0.5 %5 191 (9 Jay &8 5 VA TR T 7 ik i 45 . H
H i 7E #7 5l BhcAeyT B TMEHE AR T3z 1 B 1 Bl
T, HEFAROYE O JRBE R, RiBE
KB Z LIy ik L 25 R R O B R,
XF T B R BR YT, 5 I T 4 T R X A R

AN TR RRCAS B9 TN M 53 3] K J'S € CR 4 391 %6 i oy
I B 2 R A SRy DX bk A e A — A AR
o X —E B, PRI TN [R5 X itk
CEE RN 2L, X Bk —MBEET L
g AR a2 i 0 5 bk 2 45 6T 10U 5 e ) R DG T IR
WEge. AR AE, 8 RARATNMAM ] (1977—
2018 ) FOMRRAMISCCRAM] (1977—2018 ) *F
77 bk B85 R X A [R) R AR S SC Y A8 ek D DR Al 4
fie B, A5 b IR OB T TR A 1Y S 25 SR DA SR IE ek
FPUNR

AR L] A 28 4 T ) O kB 25 A O N A AE
1~ 8 TN M3 30 S AN ] AR TS CCR 23 301 v By 2
{78 o TNM Y 2% 9 SCRAS 73 38 76 08 J7 99 3 m] LA
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T#, (HISCCRAMMIZEM L XL T, FwENH
HIAX AT 2 ISCCR A W b SCRRAS | 43 i) 2 R R 5 24
B RSB 2 ISCCR M A EAZ 22 1 R Y
SETMUETTIUISCCR A . 28 3 (L R AR 41 30 A rh S
P K AH 56 1 SCHER 6T TS CCR 43 A 56 N 258 R 4T i
B2, SCH AT ISCCR A/ B R 25 A7 4L 2 b, &
IR ] N

1 JSCCROHARHMREMAHELEEX
B %S

1.1 JSCCR T HAMIMI A M B ERNETLTWL

TNM 53 19 N 73 300 AR 4l 7 7% ok 0 45 50 H A W] 43
HINTFIN2 . JSCCRA: I N2 B BR T AR 408 ik 1 25
BHAINIFN2ZAM (AL 5TNM AR ), 0
SRR 25 51 9 XY bk e R AR R R, N 3
N3 T Ik 4 A Oy 2 R RR A DA T M g
WhCLEE R A kg (N3) &

i IR 1 25 R W N A Bh K &R B 43 A bk
g5, M Tk O AR B A — i, A
] JR AR JSC.CR 43 3 BT B0 %) A0 17 9k E24 85 D9 258 AN I AH
[l o 45 MUAS JSCCR A 1T A0 A 4 Js bk L 4605 %
. R HIFL . BEAh . ERAMI . BEIEY .
JBE A A Ab BV 4 . FESE2MISCCRAM W, AR ¥
H W BE AN TR, ik 263k EL 45 43 il J& T N2~ N4k
ELgh, tnfEsE2m . () FEEBmE S, BN, |
fLHRIE b BRAMIU M BV 45 TR N2, miEkRE T
N3, HABME SN N4; (20 EEEWET, WHg
WL P AL R IE L AN B 25 TR N3, HA
WRELZE M N4 P 5 K7~/ , JSCCRA
MBI T bR B 9 B S [R5 ik B 45 o 4
HEUGY TN4R /20, N3LLAMRY I 45 56 R 9
MBS s P AT RE S P E R D7 ik L T
FEMHTFEEWE, wH LB EmRERD> LA
5 Ik L 25 5 A, P b B R o A4 O T ok L
HEAT 43 35 0 TE 3 X

W~ SR (20184E7 H HIRT ) A J7 ik
B 45 HAR S IR AR . 55 7~8ISCCR 431,
0 77 bk B 25 AL HE S N . BE AL ML RNER A, T
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flk BVl . o8 HOR R, W] RE &R T X Sk L 4 R
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Tr 5 YT RN R . S5O MU SCCR 43 4 v iy il 77
WRE LSRGy . B R . AL BRAh . BESMIAN T
TE AR AR IR L A, R b B A R R R iR
g HTMUSCCR A1 X 1M 3l 3 A Dt PRI A7 i %
1.2 JSCCR A HHEZREMAKEENRSTHL
JSCCR A v ity B W L sl ik B 4% V3 21 30 ik AH
TR LGS G 2505 DA BB AY, i Bk 2 45 g
SNV RIR A Sk g . 238 R b E] ik
ELgh . FH3% o Bk gs, 59 40 s Rl ik
ELZ KBS H0; BRIk T Ak e g, Am
PRiEAR, ZMFRic ALY B EE2RRISCCR 23]
Mk g g . B2 55 7~ 8MUISCCRAMH K
W L 25 5 TR . 5O R AR R 4 S 5 S T ~ 8 R
o ARl LLE AN RCAS 19 4 5 g A7 AS [+
TERW M ISCCRA WA, 263P (8% N H A itk
G5 ) Wifn 4 272, 263D (FERNRAYMKE LS ) Phar
20262, 283 (ML) #ifiv 44 7282, ik SLik 45
TER WP R Rk g (RI2g5 R ), i fE T Y
BooyrmEMEL (LI3SSE) o W5 AH, NoW
WA . ESChEEE], 4% N b Lk E 245 76 55 2 R
JSCCRZr WL 40 o0 F B B M (R N2 3 ok B 285, T 7
SETRRLAJS Mg ) o k45 (N3 ) o AFERAR
JSCCRAF WAk EL 45 g 5 X LL R IFE LR 1,
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Figure 1 Lymph node numbering system of the second edition
of JSCCR classification
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Figure 2 Lymph node numbering system of the 7-8th edition

of JSCCR classification

parenteral lymph nodes, blue color showing the middle

Red color showing the

lymph lodes, yellow color showing the lateral (main) lymph
lodes, white color showing the more central lymph lodes
than the main lymph lodes, and grey color showing other

lymph lodes

F1 AEIRAR JSCCR S HHB R E 4S5
Table 1 The numbers of the pelvic lymph nodes in different
editions of JSCCR classification

L, 55 2 Ji 5 7~8 IR 55 9 Ji
R PIA RS IR L 25 262% 263D" 263D"
R P AR L 2 272% 263pP" 263pP"
W Rk gk 273" 273" 273"
LI L 2 2827 283" 283"
FEHMR I 2 293 293" 293"
HIRSMI Ak L 25 2607 260”7 260"
HIRIE ok L 2 2707 270" 270"
IR T L 292 2927 292

TE: 1) FEWEES (N3) 5 2) T BeE sy )ik 2
45 (N2) 5 3) HAWRESs; 4) FIrkess

Note: 1) Main lymph nodes (N3); 2) Middle lymph nodes of low
rectal cancer (N2); 3) Other lymph nodes; 4) Inferior lymph nodes
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TNM 73 9] v A A 0 5 ik L 45 A, BN ) bl
A5 F TN M 3 368 05 1 I 28 45 0 7 Sy DX Bl ke 12 4
AR E X (R2) o & BRATNM I 9180 L i 418
WS . ME A . BN BE A . HEAT . HE
HUF (Gerota ) o HHpHEAT I B 45 K A% B U bk B2 45
FEJSCCRAM IR BT B AE rhtk 245 (270)

S UMU S 2RRTNM 43 3 B, 8 . Bk
AN e G U AR A R 25 R T B R Y X
Bk . SEIRBEIE TR, H AL HE A, R
B HE YL BICE AR AR O S R T X Sk L A
B 7201 84F I RTAYEE /L, Ml Ty bk L 45 rh AUA HE N
U L 45 B oA B e ) Dk BV 4 . TN MOl
T3 R 25 7R B i DX SO 2 2 rh i e B, AT
DL H WS [ 500 0 D7 ik L 465 05 99 76 15 8 00 46
AT ) R R R AR

F®2 AERRZA TNM 53583 £ e bk B2 45 Bl X 33 ik 2 45t o
IR
Table2 Changes in the regional lymph node status of the pelvic
lymph nodes in different TNM classifications
TNM ffiA B T B 8 DX Sl EEL 235 ) 0 5 9 L 4%
B-2R HEEL BN BRESMU . BREIR (Gerota)
B 3~THL WAL BEESMI. BEHT. BEEUR (Gerota)
4 8 Wit &

3 XWREEMAMKELEAREX X EME
li=gid: kA

3.1 MAMHBEFEBLMIERSHA

XoF 35 JE A 7 bk B O TR S, B B
SO R 2 191, JE I S BORIT R AN TR . AR B
SESRRAYTNM A B, 3 s Ik 2 &5 v BR G P bk L 45 2
AN AE IR EL A . BRIk, I R BT & BRI i
ELEE (HE NI ELEEBR AN ) #6 R, Q% Sh ik 1 25 ok
WA R, MBI Ma, IR 51 %2 /0
KHIVARE . FERK DS, 25 & BRI B A6 I 5 ik
EE5 R, BRI MUY o 52 R B R B
Jr kO, L d BRI MR R YT, A AT
R N = BTl = I NI N WA ILT & )
R B B X O g, R FREH A
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JEDL 20194E1 H JSCCRIIB R ( KA yr 45
B ) AT HE A O IR T A L i AT 1B
HHE (L2 BYOESE ) | I R & B J7 ik e
45 BE P 0 s 1) DU HE 32 R T RV 4 (IR HERE s C4R
WEHE ) U
3.2 AERRZA JSCCR 4 HA#l & B9 M 75 itk B 45 7%

e E

AN 5] WA 14 TS C CR 43 30 5% 75 98k B4 45 114 A [F)
ESCFBOE B AT . SBTRISCCRA Y
77 e g HALfG263 ., 273, 283, 293, Wi
JSCCRAMI, F Bt B M8 10 D1 1 75 250U 75 415
Sk g . TR R BIF ST R B A g N 7 ik L
GEEERS T L AR AE263 K283, TR Bl A% 1 77 bk £
SEUE AR AR A T AL, S8 RIS CCR 43 1
S T8 RN 263 2 2834 ik [ 4% B2 D, AR,

S5OMISCCR 3 WA (4 0 5 bk 2 45 B i W 3 22
() RE %) 3 1 R B, 0 Ak 8 65 0 43 R 3 R
UL AN, AR ST DAY S T st B
JSCCR 3 X bk U 25 75 49 30 16 i 24 AL 4G PR 43 o)
FWEEVERE (D) FMMITEHEEE (LD ) ot
o iz Bl 5 1) B T AR D, L XU 3 4 N 5 ik
ELgs R LD,, FARICE MDLDy; WEH 263D .
263P . 283MJELD,; #HINATEM263D . 263P .
283784, MALALD, .

FRISCCR AT XTI D LAY e A8, a] LLUF H
H A 25 28 %600 7 bk B 485 1 DAt I 6 i 1 R 3
H HTH AR — S5 5 Hp O 00 11 PR S B A i 52 1) B 52
AR AT, E£H @5 ARG RIS E AR
R 22 i 45 M1, H T ZEM AL ( The University of
Tokyo ) H it K A Fi T 4 Bk £k 77 18 A J) 35 16 9
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