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Clinical applications of artificial intelligence in biliary tract
cancers: progress and prospects
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Abstract Biliary tract cancers (BTC), including intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, perihilar cholangiocarcinoma,
distal cholangiocarcinoma, and gallbladder cancer, are relatively rare but carry a poor prognosis due to
difficulties in diagnosis and limited therapeutic options. With the rapid advancement of artificial
intelligence (Al), particularly machine learning and deep learning, its applications in clinical medicine
have expanded substantially. This review summarizes the current progress of Al in BTC, focusing on its
roles in diagnosis, prognostic evaluation, therapeutic decision-making, and recurrence prediction. The
strengths and limitations of various Al models are discussed, alongside the challenges of clinical
translation and potential future directions. The integration of Al into BTC management is expected to
facilitate earlier detection, enhance personalized treatment strategies, and ultimately improve patient
outcomes.
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AE 38 A ( biliary tract cancers, BTC) J&—2H
U5 NHGE b e 40 0 27 UL 1 e, AR e e ) A
gy 2%, BTC A] 43 2 JF N BH 4 % (intrahepatic
iCCA) WA A
(extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, eCCA ), JEHE A
FFTTHEB AR 8 (perihilar cholangiocarcinoma, pCCA,
N FR Klaskin 98 ) . i ¥ T Ah JH 4 9 (distal
extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, dCCA) LI M fiH PR
(gallbladder cancer, GBC) ", 7& A E FKAE K
LY B 50 000 A 1HIP, AL, HH A R
FIE L AT AE R R AG D BT,

BTC R M0 R B . e 5 M IE AR p B 48 & 3
i 96 79 bR S R K 1) <08 AT bk L2 45 2 RS Y RE ) 14
TR HXEREY P R A IR e R AR AR, B
T 1 T8 BT X5 BTC #Y §f Ax J7 58 o 3 28 Bk Al i Fe A1
B A N T8 6E (artificial intelligence, Al)
KA BTC. AL 15 RE 05 B UL RE I AT A
FAESF LA FI5 %, B T HLAR 52 > (machine
learning, ML) | VR 2 ) (deep learning, DL). H
SRIBH LB LI SE T P, AR BE AR A

cholangiocarcinoma ,

OB R T B RBY N TR, JCHAR R AR
Br e BOD R U L o T R RO WA A AR
R JE AR S AR A Y, TR RIS T L IRTT
LIS 8 A o A 45 W] R 4 AR

ML 75 [ 27 451 4ok Jie Rt AR K i 9 g At Jé . DL
7ML AY— A>T 4 . AT T DL A5 BTC i 3CHk £
FAE T EE B ML MWL (convolutional neural
networks, CNN) . A T 2 W %4 (artificial neural
networks, ANN) FI1E 3R #f 25 W 4% (recurrent neural
networks, RNN) . A~ [6]# 28 R 2% 09 4% 0 D g X HoAE
BTC ) i F 37 37 W7 1. CNN 32 %2 4ob 2 [R5 B00E ),
ANN I RNN == 24k 28 Fp 510 Bl LA K A7 8500 0 2
B, BHAEE R WEHED, Transformer A T4 H
Rits (WD KABEIBS) Wieh, THT
O RSO AR N (A 70 11, 4 ) 2
ELE A AL B BUA PRI IR 212 ) ") 455 A [H) k) 2%
F1 Transformer [ AL 152 54 G2 % LA 22 Fh 5 =X 40 #LAS [A]
KR RCHE L R ALFE BTC 403 19 T BT %

R1 FEE M HIFFE

Table 1 Characteristics of different neural networks

NS 0 TRE BTC i F &
CNN 23 RIS L BRI R ELAAS 5325 (W GBCHV %)
ANN el 2 5 R TG4 R Geh
RNN ¥ 5VEIE 53 A Bl KU Fa AT (1 SW-LSTM)
Transformer HARIES b F He S G SRR

1 AIZEBTCHHMNHA

1.1 2Hf

BTC E A7 IR & F B HRe o5, DRI 57 &5 R Y
12 WA R BTC Kt R B CE B, HAi3E E
i GE 6 & 2 61 2 (American Joint Committee on
Cancer, AJCC) % 8 RiUJe i 20 W M i) TNM R 521
S 46 BTC 12 Wr MG 7 B 1Y 3 2240 25 1k, Il
TP 19-9 (CA19-9) (455 29 83%, fi K
FEZY78% ) AL MEPTIR (CEA) & W Rl B H
T BTC 12 Wi PF Al i 1035 i 98 A s U, AR G R
KL W BTC 4 ATl 2 00 5 5 M 1 28 DA B Jeg s 75
Yo meAh, HETL T BTC XU 4 J2 1 AL A
R, RO X SR R 2 W e WS PE AL
RV A o 15 58 0 B o J2 AL e 2L T 2
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AT

Watcharatanyatip 55" & 7 —Fp ok H AL 8 A
IS I S R N S BT B SN T[4 R = o
(cholangiocarcinoma, CCA) % A= Wb i 4 46 i
00 % BRI IE T S B RS I . Li SETRK
ikt gt 7 — A Q0580 9 ML AL, ) F i 2 R 3R R I
IRSHESN. T EE S R G . R RGECR
3 /> ML AR R F Cox 11 U5 34k 27 4> [6] 14 1 PR 2k 57
AR, 45 2R B R HC 15 %0[0.693  (95% CI=0.663~
0.723) 1983 5 T AJCC 55 8 NI H A 9 B 5% /N 4l
(LCSGY) 7 & 5:[0.671 (95% CI=0.602~0.740) |,
IR S I 1012 W 48 TR E 2 S B8 (weighted long
short-term memory network , SW-LSTM ) X} BTC XL &
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R S HAH G a3t 47 TR, SRR B, %
TUAH BT 1 G B BT B g Y R R, T L AR 4
AR MEAIE T 5 SR BT i 75 40 (bady mass index,
BMD) YA L, Won BF MM 2SR, & BMIXS
PR R R 24 D 55 R Y 1.98 A1

BTC ) 2 AT 5 45 2 o7 52 AR o 4 200 1
SR PR BE BTC I | & CT A Ay o 22 W13 58 CT
AT EE RS O, JF R AL AR s PET
F T T 0 G b A b L 25 AL RS US. MIRT RE RS 41
Mo I 7 JIEE AR A IS5 A, O TR DD R R A 4R it
BEAG S o WAL AN iR (magnetic resonance
cholangiopancreatography, MRCP) # ff #4178 T % 7
ROBMER AR, H A B 0y R S R R U™ R
AN B TR R Ry 2 W g, T R A
P 9 8 0 A IR IE A8 3 5 R L2 W R 9T XUE T
AE o X 2L B2 R 5 A0 A 1Y TR 2H 2 R R 0 ) B 1l
13 AT RE RS X BTC BEAT 2026 L Z- I A2 W .

M4 ) H B 5 (whole slide images, WSI) 2D
B4 A i 63 K11 (hyperspectral images, HSI) 3D
7 S 5 R 2H ZU B ol © SO AT AL,

R2 AEAIE

P R A JORG B s RN N FH R 40, HST ]
FEAG R ORAS [] g B /K 7 4 0 fogiodls A i i 3k
A T W R M R AR | N L
Chaiteerakij LERARE SR R, 2R F ML X4 J5y kb T
I A8 (focal liver lesions, FLL) B, JH 4 958 ¥
B 2R 3K 92.2% . Marya 2503 15 JIH 45 Wi IR 40 o 27
AR TMSE WAL A2 W R, K
PRAL 5 S A X 40 W% WST Oy T HE 40 i 2% 58 3
B ELWE IR SR A 2 o X 43 T 40 I 98 FTICCA J2& o5 — 4>
XK B2 Wi A IR o Zhang ZEPUR] A O 3% i B DNA
(cell-free DNA, ¢fDNA) F Be#*, Jk T —F
AR 5% 35 HAUB (ICCA 1K 100% ) Y 48 13 & ML
AL, FH T %50 iCCA 5 Al I s 28 (4n 5tk 1
JF JEE 9% 78 F1HCC ) o Tro 252 g ML 4% LiquidPlex i
o IR T fDNA VAR 16 A6 3 5 i o4 A 12 B 7
X, X AR kT a2, RS HEA R
BN EEEE R W AN WIEG , H R VAR T A e
AW S E SUBITRE TR IR AR o 3K B R AR A AL
REXT EL WL 2

BISHTRLREXT LL 3R

Table 2 Comparison of diagnostic performance among different AI models

RS B FI

HEHAY HOR T L L WA SR 1 64 S BRI SR I S BTC HLATAGH

AR AT EA TG 2R 0 2 e X BTC HEAT 732 2 HIAIZ 1Kt
WARIG G T X RRE AT A e A T 00 6

o3 — Bl DL B3 ik — 0 48 98 7K OF - T B AR R 2
(GBC Horizontal-Vertical Transformer, GBCHV) %% &
T HA H O E P B GBCHV -Trans ¥, i 115K
LA Pk % 7 I 48 955 ] 75 K & (Gallbladder Cancer
Ultrasound, GBCU ) % ¥ £ A% 75 S8 GBC i1
I R B RIE R R, I O 31T Al
WF 58 SEE0 T 96.21% 1 JE 4K 12 B i #1200
4207 B CNN 1 3D U-Net 236, R 20 25 i
Z It SegNet . CPFNet 1 TANet %5 Ji 17 # 28 ™ 2% &5
4.29% . Xiang %P3 o LB B R E IF 5 DL Bk
ResNet50 X CT EUE 1) F 32 E1 %, & 30 DL iy i 4k
TR (AUC) 35 0.864, 7w e A 28 ik 5 B
BV P 3 . Gupta ZEPY G FTREMEOF ST AR SE, A
3l DL 4y K25 112 Wi 8 ) 00 F i S BHES Il . BR iR =
BTC 12 Wi o i P 4h , AT B 738 68 9 2> 12 W 28 3R
Zhou SEPIF K (1) 25 [0] 38 1 R A Al A B BURT 48 X 4%

Kumar

(spatial-channel feature fusion convolution neural

network , DCFCNN) AN HEXT CCA 21 214 P (&% i
174125, H 5 AlexNet, Vggl9_bn. ResNet152 Fl
DesNet161 SF B AUAH L, HA Rcr i i G HERE, W
5 DCFCNN i [, Vegl9_bn £E 2 A4 i 32 i 1] 57 /1>
(7.82 s vs. 827 s), {H Il ki [] 85K (4 187.19 s
vs. 2 975.05 s) 5 AlexNet [ Il & Asf 8] 10 328 Aisf [i] 4R
it T DCFCNN, {H DCFCNN f4 43 25 tE G W W 1 T
AlexNet, X 26 AL {2 Wi f5 B A 240365 BTC & B, 12
U o A SR AT A R, AT Ry BTC R85l A 8 o
1.2 filE

RIGE KA. AR TR
IR TT WO A AR A0 A5 A AF 4R bR T B B A
WEAG o B R 5 2805 R I R £ 30 45 5 7T i 2
KA I PR T 0 AR 750 . Miiller 45 00 35 T3 — JEU B 4t B
T — ANN, JFf H oo R 5 2 AW B 10 R
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G54 HAE P EAT #4559 Wk ANN L T4 B
PE5r . S —J5 N, Yin ZPY5E A 3D-DenseNet ¥ TNM
ARG S A, W GBCEEM L, 3.
5 4R A A7 R AUC 43 51 0.827 . 0.865, 0.926. Bifl
B WM, SAEAEARE TREBHRY, 5
— JAIFZE A CT R0 MR [RI44 0 il 565 40 2 5 4 K
I DA K 5 2F 47 A R 10 J5 T, e IR G 0 o A R
5ARJE WG A2 o 17 SCHE E] BTC 6t = & e 5 P i
JAbREY), A Liao WG R, SR 22 7R85
[H () ANN #5551 5 CCA 5 AUC 1 3k 0.980, %M 5T i
J& B SPARCLI 7¢ Jif 988 4 58 B B v 119 96 0 5 7 1 A=
777 10 ] Re R AR E .

1.3 BT IR

TG VAL AT F 48 S 06 K B AR i 2 BTC BB &
WG T 7 % o 16T 7 R EH T BTC 1Y 43 W Fn % 7%
L. BeAh, 42 HCC 45 HoAth 5% % AT 5 CCA
149 % 531 B8 1 A B i 2 IR T SR W . Liu % JF & Y DL
A RE ME G X 4 P B R iCCA 5 HCC, HER R Y
92.26% ., A J5, Xiang %50 Zhan %P7 Gao Z5US4
I 1 45 B DL ASE AR ] F000 ok i A R0 . A28
Bl 12 0 Fn ok B2 45 %% 8 (lymph node metastasis ,
LNM) , DT Bk 2 2 75 1547 5l B 6 97 B ik F R .
ATTE AR ) 57 FH S5 00 J5 BT ML g N TF AR B A 56 40
W, e RREREFMEZHL (WCT., MRI,
D) IR BT RE, R B AMREBE A SEEE R, VI
B, R T LR 45 . Wolff 25058 FH G 24 4 T W 12
FI S T X — HAr. BEAh, QSR MC-GAT #|
FH HST 78 AR 52 4325 CCA s e i B %, ol
R X T AR 25 5 7= A YR R 0T
14 8%

M T BTC 3R 30 8 W, %8 2 20 0 31%-~
439", BTC ¥ n] 73 Jmy #4240 . LNM . it 4k §%
Fo . 2 A AL AN A AR AL Can T # kA=A ) .
— TR 5 iR R BTC B & & R FE R 5w, 1. 3.
5B AEAERD NN T5% . 37% . 22%

Ji ZEWICT 2 AG 412 7 ¥ PR Al LNM 5 B & & A4
AR, KB LNM KU R, Jo & & A A7
i o Ruan 453 28 8¢ 4% AR (100 7 (2R 1 B 41
e BE) it ey ML (EMLI-Metastasis ) 7F
VAR B 1 4 A0 B o A R 3K 97.1% , AR L sk Al
B Ry 85% , T SR BTC 55 % 1F JE2 (1% L 4 46 )
Perez 25T Jz 18 LASSO FL U AL Cox ] U5 45 76 18 151 2
Mk EL S R . M R ER L . N4 (TNM 4>
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W) . T ARG MR Ak 5 O AE S ECHT dCCA &2
%, AUC 3K 92.4% . Song ZEU5VF] 1 CA19-9 . i i
2 L4512 40 PEA iCCA BB AR 5 5 % 1y ] #i
MM, 5 AJCC TNM 43 BAAH LG, AUC 5 0974, Xu
SO — 25 2R 5 P 58 SUSIE B R (19 DL A 7Y X6 2f
JH V) Bk BB 0 52 R 0 o Aff R Gk 89.41% . — T biF
FEVIR F A v 4 FE 2 TE (eXireme Gradient Boosting ,
XGBoost) MLALHEILH], 4 . ARAT CA19-9 /K-,
i 988 0 AL R B R R /N K LNM 2 RO 2 R 1) A
W FE K. FEREE R AR W R
iCCAFARBEHELEFARMELENR, FREENTF
ARG LT 248 B, Wi, HFE & B W
AT B RS g g i AN RS AR A BB E R,
17 B Bsf 99

2 AIEBTCIgRZELXPRMEERE

RS TR CH A B, BHEE
2 56T ALK LA BTC v i F A SCHR Bt e K, 7E
PubMed . Scopus 1 Web of Science $ i J& (1) 91 548 2
S5 R WoR It 3 645 FAHICSCR . H 2021 4558, MG
FE S EERCRE SO B, 2R g K,
2024 4F 15 B T 3 ¢ BT AL 75 = 27 40 1 11 7 22 1k
CAF R 12N A BRI, A LR Al A 1 AT B A
(R I A I FE A 7, B R e T 47 T I R Pk R
B2 F NN X — AR, 28 0B F
TR AL A BE 0 AT R 7 25 o X 1T LA B
£ 1976 471 > F T X 9 £ 1 MR &4 4 B2 19 AT AL
# CASNET  (Convolutional
Network ) ™1 BYJ5, ALFAR & &, KB 1) %8 |
THALRE 1 4R TR ML B i A0 SR [EHE S T ALY & R
N FEAE 45 FAT 55 v () Sl B e 710

SR, T il AT B B B LA BIF 5 % Sk An AT d /)N
sk S Bl b 28 56 H B, DB R SR T Rk R K Y AT
RGO B E I ERE SR, S0 E]
ALY T AR T P2 ALy B 48 o Btk A% Aol A i
UL R S R R R R R s e A A R, B
WG IR I 27 2] B T B A 2 AR, T 40 AR B
M, HA 2k e B R A 02,
AT DA D B B R 25 . Hk, AT RS Y B
W2k [ sy, AR R 7 (e s . It
Gh, AR SCHEIR A AT F G0 4 B B0 42 B A R E
AR A REAE CAn4E s . M. B . AR

Auxiliary ~ Supervision
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Z5) DR e AT R R 1) 45 SRR BE 76 4 BRI BB N it
BE L BRI T A RS AT A N, HBE
i 7. T AR TR B 4, iR
FEIAE 55 VAT A RO e, 45 R S B 22
223838 ok A2 i AT (4 Flamingo-CXRP!) i pe i —
[ R, RE R T A R AR A R -

—ADEENM SR TR AL AN B
PERR, BV ATSE AT 55 5 S PR 45 SR A A i AT
X 51 & T R B AR e 4 SR AR e e, A
O Wk R ORE AR A5 i 0 BT T AT A R AL
(XAD) T HMMH (4 LIME), W] H T fif B 45
IFPRAL TS J L B A B AL, B g A aE B D
L, 7% AL & A GURIIG K BE AR S R 8% 7y, Al
T3S A BT AR R 40 0T R B AL S R B AR A

TESE B i PR L FH A, AR A (1 4 T G5 A
MERE, WIERIA MR RG, FETH TEER
BAEAIE, ATBE R (4 F & Fnilfs IR 4% 4k B i B —
SE B REON R I A R X T 4 S0 B0  R A AL %
EoEEs 8N N SRR AR: N S - 7 2 N TN
BPs Bl ZM WAL Z B 1 2R S A B T
AT RA e, Ik AT IR 36 Y JHE e E A B
AT B

TER T, B T ZRIE RN E S RE
P FAMR Y B 97 B £ G R FR ALV A1, 22 I
ALY TR I @, DR B 7Y % P 56 7T e 52 e J8 %
B A= i fd e, G e B DR AR R A 2 7 M RO W BE
2 T B G I 46 B ] T

3 AlEEBTCEENII=E=EX

FAR I sh ALIRAR & ' . [ 1976 4 AL R
FEFGI LK, FEI0FEEERR LR, ik
WMEEA D, RS ML A DL, X — Ay
SCTE T AL 5 #if 28 I 48 B 05 G, L& e 42 kb
HAE 1. WS R, TR 5 R A W) 22 12 W T A4S
SEL, CNNJZ&H H WA o AL G )12 W
PEIE T BTC 2 Wik i R 10 08 o b ah, AT A i
UG BE 77 I IR = 2R RE A8 4 & ok BT R 1%
CS /R ¥ /R (N7 R € NS K S | 5 |
SERCHE DU s O o X R At ok AR R T 2 RN
JE HERE OB EROCR IR A R AR YT R
T B 3 R TS R BTC {2 28 18 1 Wk A 17 %
AR SCLRIR T AN [l 1 K L5 4% 42 0 1 A LE i g

g R, ALBCRAE {2 #F BTC 48 319 o o -+ il .
WA R B A R E . AR, AT
DIEE TRREZEESMS GUBR+ 54 + Ik K%
W), LEPARH AT AL (s SE R RS
(] B 34 A7 A7 BE P o R 3 i 3, DA T 8 1 e o 3%
ALTE BTC 45038 i 7 H

At AEE L RS X BT 50 S R LR G TF K
HIEE R T 5,

WA TIRE P DS 0B HIBL
MK FRE Y R TS R E 2
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